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i Rcd China is holding . captun-
Tied US S pilote
' He is Air Force Captain’ Philip
-Snith, chtowme, Calii -~ who
o - iwas  captured in Scptembcr
e : ~ 110965, Although  not  definitely
. ‘ .| kmown, it is believed his F-104
Ve . ‘was shot down over the Gulf of
R - «Toukin- by a MIG pﬂoted by a:
..Chinese,

. Waile the State - Department
“‘ascertained about a year ago
mat Smith was being beld pns—
: ‘oner in Peking, tght - lipped si-
" lence was mauntamcd until e .
|- - information leaked out through
& backzround memorandum that -
the American Red Cross circu-':
lated among its officials,
) " This intra-office paper, - deal-
" ing with U.S, prisoners in Com -
munist hands, ¢smssed Snm.’h’ :
case ag follows:™, - -

ming. in’ ansWering inquiries on
S " Abe subject. of Americans. held
S prisoners s ' the fact that with -
i the cooperation *of the Chinese:
Red - Cross, . we: continue to aid ;
N R the flve Americans .detained in .
o/ ) v China_to whom - the" Amencan\
| Red Cross -and-or ‘theiy familles "

are . sending packaves every
month, - "

~ “Among the five is Air Force

. Captam Pmllp E. Swith,” who,
. was shot down Scptember 196:;,4
and captured- by the Chinese. “
The other four are Bishop
James B, Walsh, Cusaberlang,
Md.; " Joln _Downey, New  Ruits
jain, Comn.; Richard _Fecteau,
: 501 Lyan, Mass.; and Hugh Red- .’
onkers, N.Y. (Downey-~
'and Fectcau are Army cmhans
H'Furmg the Korean war,’

“Another  point to keep m

i HANOI SHUT-OUT ~— Whﬂc the.

~nor-the International Red Cross' | -
has gotten anywhere in trying |-

“Viet 'Nam and Viet Cong ol ._

The press advisers strongly‘,: [
' coumelcd that the State ‘Depart-

ment - inwnediately publish  the,
information that Smith was a°
caplive * of Red China, They
oointed out that the Red Cross
memorandusn was  certain - W0

leak to ncwsmen and the. de-' |’

partmcnt should lose no further
tlme in ma}m\, all dhe tacw
known.

" One of these. press omcnals
reported that several newsmen
had told him “rumors are cm-
culating among Red Cross’ em-
ployes that a U.S. pilot is in’
Cuinese hands.” He related that.
he had told them this was news,
1o him, But he stressed on Rusk:

: that in view of the memoran-, =
..dum,  the department was lay=| :

Ling mselt open to wide criticism {
T At it persisted in trying to sup-
‘. press word of Smith’s capture. :

Under ths forthright urgmg
Ru.sk directed that a “nnmmum
Y amount”  of mfom\atxon be :e-
leased

But the public affairs officers,
“were ovdeved in doing so hot to;
" reveal anvthmg concerning how
the U.S. learned of Sm\ths cap-’
L ture, ov that his wife is seekmg
" permission to visit hlm m Pe-
kng.

<American Red Cross has been:
able to - establish a - limited de-i
gre¢ of oontacts with U.S. pri-
soners in Red China, neither it

to do the same with North Viet
Nam .

"Several pmvate ‘meetings  in’
" Prague and Geneva with North!

Wete " while
~iChina,) oo ‘
woss"In addition ¢ to . receiving:
.‘packages every . month, these -
detainees “alse are periitted to &
_.exchange Jetters wn‘h ’d\en' tam-w
.xhcs "o
MANAGING THE NEWS —
There is no explanation for the
. State. Department’s  yeardong
o reilence regarding - Captain
RSV Smith's capmro \by ﬂm""Rod-
1 Chinese :
y ‘His familly was informed, but
: nothnw was disclosed publicly, .
, i Rcccva, Cwhen an important
~ : BT 'State Department official learn.
’\ - - S0 e Ted about the Red Cross miemo-
ot .o frandum, he immcdlately rusheq
‘& Lcopy to Secretory Rusk, He
Yin tum sunenoned top members
rof Wig Public Affalrs Office, '
¢ This was the fivst they had
Pheand about Snvith and his fate.
*The .dni ormation had bccn kept
from tiem. -

" imprisoned - dn

© unanswered,

crebuffs, the Red Cross meimo-.

_conventions do not  apply 1o

Hanoi

~.Repcated Red Cross, communis
cations' sent through - diplomatic|:
and private channels have gone H

Discusing  these Commumst !
randum stateg as follows:

“In splte of - Nerth  Viet
Nan's position that the Geneval

© Amevican prisoners they - are
holding, the Red Cross is reg-|

ularly transmiiting to Hanol the| . -

names of these .men and madl].
from theiv: next of kin, Nof
acknowledgment. of these coms
munications ' has been. received

_—

from North Viet Nam, but it is]'

belicved that some of the mailf

is being delivered to U.S. prls-’ e
-oners, However, .we have ' nol' )
. -absolute assurance of this, i

e __Sanit Td-FOT Rt

has flatly. refused to] -
Jallow Red Cross authorities tof
~weither interview American pris-}
‘oners or inspect -ihelr camps.|:
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